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cops avoid jail for beating

Appeals mean officers won’t
even serve house arrest yet

Richard Moore
says he is afraid to
leave his Gerrard
St. rooming house
after being beaten
by two Toronto
police officers.

SAM PAZZANo
Courts Bureau

‘oNE lAW for coMMoN MAN, oNE for PolIcE’
If a vicious attack by two Toronto cops
robbed disability pensioner Richard
Moore of his freedom, Tuesday’s housearrest sentence for his attackers stung
him again.
“Richard Moore is disappointed with
the sentence,” his lawyer Barry swadron
said. “He told me that if he had been
convicted of assault causing bodily harm,
he’s sure he would have been going to
jail. He ﬁgures there’s one law for the
common man and another for the police.”
The lawyer took issue with the judge

saying he wouldn’t send the cops to jail
because their safety is in jeopardy due to
inmate overcrowding and understaffing.
“Prison officials put sex offenders
in segregation the same place they’d
put police officers,” swadron said. “It’s
something the prison system has made
allowances for.”
He has launched a $3.35 million
lawsuit against the two officers — Consts.
edward Ing and John Cruz — Police Chief
Bill Blair and the Police services Board on
Moore’s behalf.

In an earlier interview, Moore said the
april 24, 2009, beating was “the closest
to death I’ve ever come to and I’ve been
thrown off the back of a motorcycle.”
“I feel like I’m living in a ﬁsh bowl now.
I’m afraid every time I see a police cruiser
going down the street that they’ll start
screaming at me,” the 60-year-old former
Toronto sun printer and iron-worker said.
He has been on a disability pension
since severe back problems disabled him
in the early 1990s.
— Sam Pazzano
MArk o’NEIll/toronto sun files

Two Toronto police officers who roughed up a disability pensioner were given
12 months of house arrest
and prohibited from carrying
weapons for 10 years.
Justice Elliott Allen said
Consts. Edward Ing and John
Cruz committed assault causing bodily harm when they
beat up Richard Moore, 60,
on April 24, 2009 “because
he called them the rich man’s
army” and suggested they go
arrest some gangsters.
“Every police officer I have
tried in the last two decades has been accused of
using unwarranted violence
in response to disrespectful speech,” Allen said in sentencing Ing, 42, and Cruz, 38,
in a courtroom packed with
officers.
“This behaviour we expect
from gang members on the
street, not the police.
“The idea that someone
who committed a crime like
this would be allowed to ever
possess a handgun, let alone
be sent into volatile situations requiring judgment and
restraint while armed is simply out of the question.”
Moore was walking home
to his Cabbagetown roominghouse when he approached
the two officers.
“In the words of Const.
Cruz, when Mr. Moore spoke
disrespectfully to him, there

was a tacit understanding to
‘take him for drunk’ and when
he didn’t co-operate the fight
was on,” said Allen.
Moore suffered fractured
ribs, a broken finger, dislocated shoulder, a gash to his
scalp and abrasions to his
abdomen, hip and shoulder
as a result of the beating.
The officers arrested Moore
f o r b e i n g d r u n k i n pu b lic, a charge that was later
thrown out after medical tests
revealed he had no alcohol in
his system.
The judge also imposed
a 10-year weapon prohibition on the officers, who are
appealing their convictions
and sentences.
The 51 Division officers
will keep their jobs and not
start serving their sentences,
pending the outcome of the
appeals.
The widespread support of
the two officers at their division “really is an expression of
a culture that rejects accountability,” said Allen.
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‘closest
I’ve been
to death’

Hear more from beating
victim Richard Moore
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Imprisoned bedroom rapist hopes to stay in canada
SAM PAZZANo
Courts Bureau
A Jamaican refugee who
raped a woman beside her
sleeping children was spared
a penitentiary sentence Tuesday.
Madam Justice Nancy Spies
sentenced Kevin Thomas to
28 months — less 21 months
for time already served —

which means he still harbours
a chance at seeking a successful refugee claim.
If the 33-year-old Ajax forklift operator were given a penitentiary sentence, he would
lose any chance at his refugee
claim, court heard.
Thomas only has seven
months left to serve on his
sentence. Although the Scarborough victim made it clear

the sex was unwanted on Feb.
1, 2010, Spies said he persisted. He returned the next
day to have another session of
intercourse, the judge said.
The victim was saved when
her children awoke, forcing
his retreat, she said.
Prosecutor Simon Heeney
urged Madam Justice Nancy
Spies to impose a penitentiary sentence of four years

against Thomas, who later
tried to bribe the victim with
$3,000 to stop her from testifying against him.
Three weeks ago, Spies
found Thomas guilty of two
counts of sexual assault,
breaching his bail conditions
and attempting to obstruct
justice.
The judge noted Thomas
was steadily employed in

Canada, supporting his wife
through college and sending money to his two children
and mother back in Jamaica.
Thomas had a working visa
for Canada but was victimized
by gang violence in Jamaica
three weeks before he was set
to leave.
His lawyer Brad Pearson
asked for either time served
or only three or four months

on top of his 305 days in custody so Thomas could stay in
Canada.
The judge said she hoped
Thomas was sincere when
he apologized in court and
vowed it would never happen
again.
He called his wife Kristal,
who was in the courtroom,
“the best thing that ever happened to me.”

